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NATIONAL AFFAIRS
1. West Bengal C| Balurghat i | Ygdl Kaushal Mahotsav

3mafora farar
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August 17°, 2026

3T 2026 BT Balurghat T West Bengal Pl Ugdll Kaushal
Mahotsav 3AIfSId  fdTl  National  Skill Development
Corporation 3R West Bengal IXPRR & W'Ch"T T Imaifora
T HAHH BT 3§ Dakshin Dinajpur & FaTHf BT JASATR
SR T T

e West Bengal &I Ugdl Kaushal Mahotsav Balurghat =i
SIS g

o PBRIBHH BT focus Dakshin Dinajpur & @T\’rﬁ P ISR
AR ¢ W AT

. ab—wﬁf'ﬁhﬁoo@\’»‘I'fﬂ$interviews ﬁ'TQ"TQI

. 4,500@mcandidatesﬁshortlistWWI

e 7,000 I Wjob opportunities WW’SCTI%I

e Manufacturing, retail, logistics, healthcare, hospitality 3‘ﬁ?

banking sectors & 509 3B employers  yrr fora

e Major recruiters o Royal Enfield, Wipro, Axis Bank, Tata
Projects, TVS Supply Chain 3R Barbeque Nation RIERR

o BRIHH H Dr Sukanta Majumdar RUIE] gy 3R Jayant
Chaudharyﬁﬂ'qﬁ:ﬂ%ﬂ

Sifafived e RY:
o Skill India Mission T 2015 & & g7 |

e Skill India Mission Pl <& 40 Eb_\ﬁg T 3ifd® anl B
Wﬁm%mtrainingﬁél

¢ National Skill Development Corporation BT RITTAT 2008 H
Public-Private Partnership entity %Wﬁ@é it

e NSDC T headquarters New Delhi f{%l

e Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship I
& 9 TAER 2014 1 3T AT

2. NHAI H online FASTag Local Pass facility B 121 toll
plazas d& deldl

[21 AUG 2026

p ]

National Highways Authority of India 9 19 3T 2026 I
online FASTag Local Pass facility P 121 toll plazas dob dlAT|
Eligible toll plaza & 20 km radius H Tsef aTd residents
Rajmargyatra Mobile App & HEH Y monthly pass TR I
month & designated plaza T unlimited travel WW%I

g fdg:
« NHAI H online FASTag Local Pass facility BT 121 toll plazas
dd delT|
e Commuters Rajmargyatra Mobile App I monthly passes o

IJhd el

 Eligible toll plaza & 20 km radius § wﬁ?ﬂﬁ residents 99
service BT JUTNT IR JHd g |

e Pass specific month =i designated plaza T unlimited travel
aEl
e Eligibility @I S consent-based DigiLocker 3R VAHAN

dataﬁfﬂ?ﬁ%l

e Manual documentation ¥ ¥+ 3R accuracy aaﬁ & fom
GIS-based verification WG’Q’&PT@T‘IT %I

o TSl facility July 2026 H Delhi % UER-Il GX Mundka-
Bakkarwala Toll Plaza ff? 09 E_sczﬁl

¢ Successful pilot rollout & TG facility P 120 T 3HH
additional locations d® ST AT

Sfafved IHeRY:
« NHAI @1 RITGAT NHAI Act, 1988 % dgd g5 U1
e NHAI, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways & \’rIFITh

B HRAT G|
¢ NHAI ®T headquarters New Delhi ﬁ%l

e FASTag electronic toll collection & 1%111 Radio Frequency
Identification technology WWW%I

e FASTag 15 RO 2021 § It four-wheelers & ﬁ'l'q

mandatory%l

3. South Sudan H 210 Indian peacekeepers &I UN Medal

fear mar
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United Nations Mission in South Sudan & dgd exceptional
service %ﬁm 17 3T 2026 & 210 Indian peacekeepers Ca
United Nations Medal f&ar mar| Recognition ceremony South

Sudan ®! capital Juba & e«rrqﬁﬁlagé

To1 fdg:

e 210 Indian peacekeepers P! United Nations Medal faan
marl

. Recipientsﬁ@%’women 3R I staff officers XM A1

e Personnel 7 United Nations Mission in South Sudan %as?r

Jar |
e Recognition ceremony Juba, South Sudan Pl capital f@gl

¢ Indian peacekeepers B medical emergencies 3R civilians

I protection %%QWWWTWI

¢ Contingent q conflict-affected areas H 24-hour guard duty
3R night patrols Cill

¢ Indian peacekeepers P RN Blue HelmetsWGﬂﬁT%l

Sifafved S RY:

e India 7 1948 ¥ 71 H ¥ 49 UN peacekeeping missions =
200,000@ 3HfeH personnel 'ﬂﬁ%l

e India = 2007 § UN peacekeeping mission T first all-women
contingent deploy fopaT 4TI

« First all-women Formed Police Unit Liberia & deployed ot
e UNMISS DT headquarters Juba, South Sudan ﬁ%l

« South Sudan 2011 H independent g3l 3R East-Central
Africa DT landlocked country %I

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

1. QpAI % Bengaluru ﬁ' gquantum processor manufacturing
facility et

[21 AUG 2026 ] -

QpAl 7 19 3T 2026 BT Bengaluru H 309 T 70,000 sq ft
research and development centre T 8-inch quantum foundry
1 3gdTe fBaT| Facility BT 10,000 physical qubits T aTel

quantum processors P semiconductor-scale manufacturing

F fu s T |

g fdig:
e QpAl 3 Bengaluru T 8-inch quantum foundry T 3gUlcH
fea

¢ Facility T4 70,000 sq ft research and development centre
A fya gl

e Jg semiconductor-scale
manufacturing 3'71%‘1? dedicated %I

e Foundry 10,000 physical qubits dd ard processors §-[
T |

e g QpAl P addM 128 qubits capability @ﬁ@%l

e Facility high-performance computing & 1%111 guantum
processors P! mass production Pl support H |

quantum processor

e g specialised quantum-Al solutions B develop GhT
integrate - H Yt T8I gRT

Sfafved IHeRY:
e QpAI TD full-stack quantum computing startup %I
e QpAl ®T headquarters Bengaluru, Karnataka ﬁ%l

e Quantum computing quantum mechanics & principles UX

YR |

e Quantum processors traditional binary systems T 3w
complex calculationsﬁhandleﬁﬂﬁ%l

2. Chhattisgarh T Amended BharatNet Program & ﬁl’Q
agreement forar

[21 AUG 2026 ] -
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el

Digital Bharat Nidhi 3R Chhattisgarh Government 9 19 3G

2026 B! State-led model & ded Amended BharatNet
Program ¢l A D ﬁm agreement foa Program 2l

Chhattisgarh State BharatNet Infrastructure Limited & H1emy
T &N foear S 3R Government of India 3 3,942 B S
IYY P financial supportﬁq{a’ﬁ%l

g1 fag:
e Digital Bharat Nidhi Gﬁ? Chhattisgarh Government 3
Amended BharatNet Program %ﬁm agreement o)

¢ Project Cal Chhattisgarh State BharatNet Infrastructure

Limited % HTEAH ¥ AR {31 ST |

* Government of India = 3,942 ﬂ?{ 39T DI financial
supportﬁﬁgﬁl

e Program 11,682 Gram Panchayats ﬁcoverml

e Ug 4,048 Phase | Gram Panchayats Pl linear 9 ring
topology " upgrade ST

« 3T 5,964 Phase Il Gram Panchayats 3R 1,670 newly
created Gram Panchayats 3Z'IT&IFT%I

e Program demand basis UX 8,328 villages Ca connectivity
S|

. sﬂwa&u?ﬂ? lakh I 3If¥ rural home fibre connections
TR

e Program remote areas T telemedicine, e-Governance,
online education 3fR digital payments Call supportW_dT%I

Sifafved S RY:

¢ Digital Bharat Nidhi Bl ‘T&'ﬁ Universal Service Obligation
Fund el SIIdT Tl

o ZB! YO 1 30 2002 B g3 A

e Telecommunications Act, 2023 & ded gHPI [MH Digital
Bharat Nidhi fosar T/T|

e DBN, Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communications & Wﬁﬁb—mm%l

e Union Cabinet 5 Amended BharatNet Program P 4 3T

2023 &1 HoRI &1 At

GENERAL & OTHER NEWS

1. PSB Confluence 2026 actionable banking strategies %
HIY JUIF g3i1
[21 AUG 2026 ] -

PSB Confluence 2026
ne

A : < 2 L
Department of Financial Services gRT Mt two-day PSB
Confluence 2026, 19 3R 2026 1 UUH G3IT| TH HTIHH H
Public Sector Banks Gﬁ? Public Financial Institutions & 1%«111
Viksit Bharat 2047 & dged competitiveness EIE'I%[ P growth

strategies IR &Y TI"&c I

e fog:

« PSB Confluence 2026 T TS Department of Financial
Services = fopar|

e QUDI focus Public Sector Banks 3R Public Financial
Institutions 1 growth strategies UX YT |

e 16 a9 3B 3 & citizens b ﬁ"l'q month-long youth
outreach campaign 2 3fdga} ZOZGQ%WI

e Campaign ®T coordination Indian Banks Association WI
e Ud common digital platform | banking services, skilling
3R entrepreneurship support forerm

« Viksit Bharat 2047 & dgd competitiveness aaﬁ & fom
HId strategic themestITT’EﬁE_sfl

e Priority Sector Lending T credit gaps tIET’II:I%T & ﬁfl'q
granular monitoringfﬁ"ﬂl

e Focus areas H digital onboarding, RuPay-UPI integration,
FPO financing, storage, logistics \’rﬁ?

infrastructure QA % |

horticulture

Sifafved SHeRY:

e Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance 35
i o PRAT B |

e DFS T Public Sector Banks, Public Financial Institutions
3R insurance sector TR control %I

« Indian Banks Association P! RO 26 RIdaR 1946 HI gé
i

¢ |BA ®T headquarters Mumbai ff%l

e Viksit Bharat 2047 HI W&T TN 2047 dH India Pl
developed nation EF‘l'F‘lT%I
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2. Centre ﬁ National Testing Agency T major overhaul
= foan

[21 AUG 2026 ] -

.vd

Ministry of Education 3[ 19 3FTRd 2026 &I national-level
entrance examinations H irregularities & §1¢ National Testing
Agency ®I comprehensive restructuring ¥ a1 overhaul
2| personnel changes, examination security, question papers
BT four-tier review Gﬁ? unfair means & W legal reforms
MAA S

A

g1 fag:
e Ministry of Education  National Testing Agency DI

restructuring Y= fbaT|

e g action national-level
irregularities%ﬁﬂ_qr T |

e Examination preparation process @f @é 600 experts 373[
ERIRIEI

e NTA o weeks & HIdR 20 T 25 new officials BT QA
B

. E_Flﬁ ‘T&'ﬁ July 2026 T 47 NTA officials @1 services THTE
CARIER

* NTA offices @I physical security & T CISF teams GEIG]
Uil

o T question papers & i%m four-tier checking system <[]
6;‘ |

. =rs‘ checking SJd®T factual, typographical 3R translation
errors Balal aﬂ%‘l'Q%I

e Public Examinations Prevention of Unfair Means
Amendment Bill 2026 f[ paper-leak cases % ﬁm fast-track
courts GﬁT time-bound trials WW‘E{F{%I

entrance examinations f[

Sifafad e RL:

¢ National Testing Agency P! RITIT November 2017 H Eg
it

e NTA Societies Registration Act, 1860 & dgd registered
autonomous testing organisation %I

¢ NTA DT headquarters New Delhi f[%l

e NTA, Ministry of Education ® WWW%I

« CISF & RITIT 1969 T §5 3R TE Ministry of Home Affairs
& 3fifd PTH BT B

3. Tumakuru Industrial Hub | 7,000 av_a?; '\‘“Ta DT
investment anﬁﬁanﬂ?:

[21AUG 2026 ] -

-]

Karnataka TR®R F 17 3T 2026 Bl Bengaluru-Chennai
Industrial Corridor & dgd Tumakuru Cal| major industrial
manufacturing node & ¥ H [AHRid & 3t 9y &
Hub T 7,000 BIS TUY BT investment 31T 3R T8 2027 TP
88,000 F 3P jobs I B IHIE B |

o1 fdg:

e Tumakuru I Bengaluru-Chennai Industrial Corridor &
dgd industrial manufacturing node & ¥u T famiid fesar s
T

e Project 2| 7,000 $i|$ ITY BT investment 3T DI IHIG
gl

. T 88,000 F HMYF jobs T B GG & |

e Tumakuru Node & ﬁ'l'Q Pl 1,736 acres earmark %q R
gl

e Jindal Aluminium anchor investor %, ﬁr@ 151 acres

allotted ﬁﬂ”’l’q%l

¢ Japan Industrial Township %ﬁﬂ 300 acres allocated %I

e MSMEs % 1?«111 200 acres \’rﬁ? institutional use % ﬁ"l'q 41
acres reserved %I

¢ Project I completion 2027 T expected % 3R DT 30
percent physical progress fﬁﬂm%l

e Target sectors T food and beverages, textiles, electronics,
chemicals, general engineering 33? logistics Q]T&Iﬁ%l

Sifafed SHeRY:

e Bengaluru-Chennai Industrial Corridor Karnataka, Andhra

Pradesh 3TR Tamil Nadu &1 SISdT g

é g India T fawfig E?f ?% 11 industrial corridors & & Th
[
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¢ National Industrial Corridor Development Programme 713

states @ 11 corridors GﬁT 20 smart cities TZ'IT&I?T%I
* NICDP & total project cost 50,759 R S m%l

e PM MITRA Scheme Mega Integrated Textile Region and

Apparel Parks fd®RIT BT B

4. PM CARES Fund T corpus 18 UTdRId 9@ 8,452
IS U gl

[21 AUG 2026 ] -

PM CARES

~4me Minister’s Citizen Assistance and
Relief in Emergency Situations Fund

PM CARES Fund ef 19 3T 2026 Ebaf FY 2023-24 3‘ﬁ? FY 2024-
25 % audited financial statements STRI ﬁ'TQI Domestic S'ﬁT
foreign donations T BH! %W fund I total corpus 17.8
TfI=Id §gH 7,173.03 BIS 3UT T 8,452.07 BRI 3T Bl
RI2 1N

g1 fag:
« PM CARES Fund @I corpus FY 2024-25 H 17.8 U= §¢T|
e Corpus FY 2023-24 % 7,173.03 oxls UY @ [S[eEs el

8,452.07 BRI ¥ g

« Domestic donations THIT 30 U YeH BT 479.05
ERERECRGRI

¢ Foreign donations 18 Ufaa O 3fw Teh TIHT 0.93
PRIS SYY G U

¢ Fixed deposits @ interest income 469.38 ﬁgmﬁﬁl

¢ Implementing agencies T refunds 324.66 mm@l

e FY 2024-25 H fund &I spending 87.85 lakh STY, T
corpus T TTHIT 0.01 Uf=Id 4TI

e Expenditure H@W@[ PM CARES for Children Scheme UX
gl

Sifafved SR

e PM CARES Fund &I RITUAT 27 HIE 2020 &I public
charitabletrust%ﬂﬁ@%ﬁzﬁl

* Prime Minister fund%chairperson Eﬁﬁ%l

e Defence, Home Affairs GhT Finance Ministers ex-officio
trustees@ﬁ%l

e Fund voluntary contributions T TFadm % 3R Eﬂﬁ
budgetary support ﬂﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂl

e PM CARES for Children Scheme May 2021 H Covid-19 ¥
parents Il legal guardians @ aTd children & ﬁm A= Eé
ot

5. RSSDI ﬁ Diabetes Rural Outreach Portal Gﬁ? VISHWAS
video library '{[Faﬁ

[21 AUG 2026 ] -

Research Society for the Study of Diabetes in India 9 15 3R
2026 P! Diabetes Rural Outreach Digital Portal 3R VISHWAS
video library J[¥& P 2 initiatives DT B%'Qt[ rural regions |
diabetes awareness, early screening, lifestyle modification
3R long-term care Call digital health resources & HEH g

SER TR

« RSSDI T Diabetes Rural Outreach Digital Portal 3R
VISHWAS initiative [ fbdT|

e VISHWAS grassroots health awareness & 1%111 Diabetes
Awareness Video Library %I

e Portal beneficiary registration, treatment documentation

3R long-term follow-up ﬁﬂBTCIT‘IT Dl %I

e g future public-health strategies %ﬁﬂ anonymized real-
world data generate WWT%I

e Platform H community access é%a? W%ﬁﬂ colloquial
languages 1xTIT&IFf%I

e Program ?b_g states & CTHIT 30 villages A F‘I'I"lm Sl
gl

« National RSSDI members underserved areas H specialist
expertise q_gfﬂﬁ%ﬁ’l'qvillages adopt Wﬁ%l

* Initiative I ﬁﬂﬁ Dr Banshi Saboo SR Dr Anuj
Maheshwarim?%%l

Sifafye SR

e RSSDI Asia H diabetes care professionals P largest
organisation %I

e RSSDI B! RITYAT Prof M M S Ahuja = 1972 H &1 |

e Jg India ff scientific research GﬁT diabetes management

Wfocusm%I
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e India & STHIT 70 UfARIT citizens P1 age 40 years I HH
gl

¢ Initiative healthier developed nation % ﬁﬂ'{ India@2047
visionﬁsupportaﬂﬂ'{%l

6. SEBI 7 Incident Reporting GFR' Cyber Suraksha Portals
’{RK%E
[21 2026] -

SN

@ CYBER SURAKSHA

Ba

Securities and Exchange Board of India T 19 3 2026 BT
Indian securities market & cybersecurity framework Ca
Hdd A P foTT Incident Reporting Portal 3R Cyber
Suraksha Portal ¥ ml g portals cybersecurity breach
reporting, information sharing GhT cyber-attacks & ufd

institutional response WW%I

e fag:
« SEBIH Incident Reporting Portal GhT Cyber Suraksha Portal

T fou

¢ Incident Reporting Portal market intermediaries Ca
cybersecurity breaches DI structured 3R timely reporting
G

e Portal Financial Stability Board & Format for Incident
Reporting Exchange standard & W%I

o DI 3%52?1 cross-border incident reporting ¥ friction ®H
BT 3R consistency dgl- %I

e Cyber Suraksha Portal cybersecurity knowledge \”rﬁT
vulnerability warnings %ﬁ']ﬁcentral hub %l

e g cyber incidents q policy measures 3h? actionable
insightsWW%l

¢ |nitiatives cyber-attacks Ca anticipate, withstand, respond,

recover 31X learn B BT institutional capability m%l

e Portals financial ecosystem & (L“IQ learn-and-protect

model @1 promote Wﬁ%l

Sifafved SR

e SEBI, SEBI Act, 1992 & d8d 12 3Ud 1992 B! statutory
body §-T1

e SEBI ®T[ headquarters Mumbai ﬁ%l

* Financial Stability Board BT RITIAT 2009 H global financial

system monitor W%mﬁé ot
e FSB I headquarters Basel, Switzerland ff%l

e FIRE standard faft jurisdictions =i cyber incident
reportinga’ﬁharmonizeWT%I

7. YES Bank # women-focused YES Essence Credit Card
launch AT

[21 AUG 2026 ] -

YES
CARD LA NC D=

Whalesbook News Report

YES Bank 3 19 37T 2026 &I women &b 1%112 lifestyle 3R
health-oriented financial product & U H YES Essence Credit
Card launch f&dTl Card young professionals, salaried
customers 3R digitally active women DI rewards, healthcare

ddT lifestyle benefits < %I

@ fag:
e YES Bank el women & 1%111 YES Essence Credit Card launch

foam

e Card young professionals, salaried customers 3R digitally

active women & ﬁlﬁ%l

. 3141?[ dining, grocery, shopping, beauty 3R travel TR
accelerated reward points a8l

¢ Milestone rewards 10,000 YES Rewardz points Wﬁm
gl
e Card Hannual preventive health check-up ﬁl?‘l?ﬂ%l

. Eﬂﬁ cardholders & 1%111 specialised cancer marker
screening?lT&I?[%l

o Lifestyle benefits | buy-one-get-one movie tickets \’rﬁ?
selected malls H complimentary coffee Q]T&IF‘[%I

e Cardholders ﬁ fashion, beauty 3ﬁ? fitness brands %
welcome vouchers dYT birthday vouchers ﬁlﬂﬁ%l

sfafved SeRY:

« YES Bank @1 RIT0AT 2004 H g5 |

¢ YES Bank @[ headquarters Mumbai, Maharashtra ﬁ%l
e YES Bank T tagline Experience our Expertise %I

e Benefits bank gRT fReffed applicable terms 3R fees B
g
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8. Qatar Post Gﬁ? India Post # PosTransfer UPI
remittance service Waﬁ

[21 AUG 2026 ] -

—

Qatar Post 31 India Post 3 15 3T 2026 &I Qatar ¥ India
% UPl-enabled accounts ﬁ direct money transfers % 1%1'@
PosTransfer remittance service ¥ P Initiative I NPCI
International Payments Limited T support Ultd % 3R g
Qatar H Indian diaspora & ﬁm digital remittance corridor
CRIRIES

g1 fag:

e (Qatar Post Gﬁ? India Post %[ PosTransfer remittance service
L= B

e Service India ff UPIl-enabled accounts ff direct transfers I
gfaer St §1

e Customers Qatar Post outlets UX recipient UPI ID I

JUANT B transfer {RKW%I

e Recipients Call UPI app UX foreign inward remittances
facility activate aﬂ:ﬂ@Tﬁl

e Minimum transaction amount QAR 10%|

e Maximum transaction amount QAR 4,000 %, \_rﬁ Elﬁl
transaction 1 lakh mequivalent cap & Niﬁq%I

e BY transaction UY QAR 15 &] flat fee T%ITIT\_FI'IT‘IT%I

e Jg planned PosTransfer-powered-by-UPI remittance

corridors 'a[tIEFﬂ corridor %I

Sifafved S RY:

e NPCI International Payments Limited, NPCI Pl wholly
owned subsidiary%l

e NIPL &1 RITTT 2020 H UPI 3R RuPay I internationalise
FRA & fau g8 |

e Universal Postal Union @1 TG Treaty of Bern & SIRT
1874 g

« UPU United Nations I specialised agency % 3R ERSEA
headquarters Bern, Switzerland f{%l

« India Post P! TITOAT 1 3fageR 1854 H g3 Ut 3R T

headquarters New Delhi f[%l
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